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Teacher’s Notes.

This section contains facts about how much water there is on planet Earth and where it is to be found.

Each page is designed to be photocopied for use as a ‘pin-up’ or as an OHP acetate.
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Water covers nearly 71% of the world's surface, that's about three hundred and sixty two million, one hundred and seventy one thousand square kilometres (362,171,000sq km) or………

one hundred and thirty nine million, eight hundred and thirty four thousand five hundred square miles (139,834,500sq miles), give or take the odd yard.
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Imagine that all of the water on the entire earth costs £100,000 (one hundred thousand pounds).




All of the world’s oceans and seas would cost £97,289.13 (ninety seven thousand two hundred and eighty nine pounds and thirteen pence). 

That includes:

The Pacific Ocean, The Indian Ocean, 

The Atlantic Ocean, The Mediterranean Sea, 

The North Sea, The Irish Sea, The Baltic Sea and all of the rest all put together.





If you really like ice and snow then £2,100 (two thousand one hundred pounds) would buy all of the water that is frozen on our planet.     

That includes The North Pole (The Arctic), most of The South Pole (Antarctica) and all of the glaciers all over the world in Greenland, Alaska, Iceland, Russia, Argentina, Chile, Tibet, China, Nepal, Canada, Norway, Sweden and Finland.




At the cheaper end of the market £600 would buy you all of the water that is held underground, this we call GROUNDWATER.  Some of it is held in hot springs underground, some of it is in underground rivers and lakes, and some of it is simply held in porous rocks underground.  All of these things are called AQUIFERS. 



Yours for only £8 are all of the lakes in the world.  That includes all of the lakes in The Lake District, which amounts to about 62 square kilometres (38.75 square miles)…and they are some of the world's smallest lakes.

In the North American Continent there are the Great Lakes: Ontario, Erie, Huron, Michigan and Superior and together they cover 244,108 square kilometres (94,251 square miles).





A princely £2.00 would buy you all the water that is held in the soil all over the world, this is the water that makes the ground wet, it makes mud and clay, and sometimes you have to dig to find it.




All of the rivers in the entire world would only cost 80p.  That’s a lot of river for very little money. The world's longest river; the River Nile measures 6,670km, and the Amazon is 6,280km long. The world's top ten  longest rivers laid end to end would measure 51,650km …that's long enough to stretch from Manchester to Sydney in Australia three times.




If all that you had was 7p (seven pence), you could still buy all of the water that is held inside every living thing on planet earth and all of the clouds and water vapour to boot! 

Without water all living things will die.
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