
Aim.

The aim of this exercise is to catch and identify the animal life that inhabits your section of river and to use it to understand how good the habitat is.

Riverside and aquatic plants are an essential source of food for freshwater minibeasts.  In the presence of plenty of plants and where the waters are fast flowing (high oxygen levels) with  rocky and stony river beds, there tends to be a greater number of minibeasts and a broader range of different types of minibeast as opposed to slow moving waters which have silty or sandy riverbeds.   

Erosion is a real problem for freshwater minibeasts as the tiny grains of fine silt clog their gills and also the spaces in between the stones and cobbles which are their homes.

Good river habitat has a wide range of different features; stony and sandy places on the riverbed.  Parts where the water runs fast and parts where the water runs slower.  Lots of bank side vegetation and some plants actually growing in the water, areas of shade and areas of sunlight, shallow areas and deep areas.

Poor river habitat tends to support only those animals that are better prepared to deal with environmental stresses; decline in oxygen levels, siltation of the river bed caused by erosion, pollutants etc.

Equipment. 

Each group will need one:

1. Pencil, clipboard, rubber 

2. White Tray

3. Dipping net

4. 4 plastic spoons

5. Laminated mini beast 

identification sheet

Contd…….

Method.

Using nets, trays and identification keys the pupils collect samples of the river inhabitants and identify them.  Once identified using the key, the species found are recorded on a tick sheet.

Instruction in how to catch the mini beasts and identify them will be given by your local Rivers Trust Education Officer.

Follow up.

Contained in the Education Pack is a copy of the Mini Beast Identification Key to use in the class.  In addition there are examples of the life cycles of a number of freshwater animals which will help pupils understand more about these creatures. 
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