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11: Latest Annual Report & Accounts
Insert a copy of the latest audited Annual Report & Accounts.  
For new Rivers Trusts who have yet to reach their first Annual General Meeting - technically the general meeting at which the financial statements and balance sheet of the Trust are laid - this is obviously not possible.
Some of the timing issues are worth noting:-
· The financial year end (technically called the accounting reference date) is the last day of the month in which the anniversary of incorporation occurs, unless a different date is filed in advance at Companies House (Form 225).  Typically 31st December is chosen, but this coincides with auditors’ busy season.  30th June is the obvious alternative, but this coincides with summer holidays.  

· Accounts must be filed with Companies House and the Charity Commission within 10 months of year end.  For project/fund bids the Accounts should be prepared and filed well in advance of this.  
· The first AGM must be held within 18 months of incorporation.

· Subsequent AGM’s must be within 15 months of each other.

· 21 clear days’ notice is required for an AGM.    Practical problems can occur typically when a Board Meeting is cancelled or postponed, which can have a knock-on effect. The Trustees’ Report and Accounts must be approved by the Board, and the Trustees’ Report and Balance Sheet signed before the Auditors will sign their Auditors’ Report. With inbuilt delay between each signature stage, careful planning is therefore recommended.
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Registered in England and Wales as a company limited by guarantee.  Company Registration No: 5136671

Registered Office: 10 Exeter Street, Cornwall PL15 9EQ Tel: 08707 740689

[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.jpg]