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1: Starting up - Introduction

General information

There is a huge body of information freely available for those interested in setting up and running a charity.  In particular, the Charity Commission has a first class website (www.charity-commission.gov.uk) and publishes a comprehensive range of very readable guides and information regarding charities in general.

However, because the Charity Commission has to cater for all charities, of every size and across every charitable purpose, there is sometimes difficulty in filtering out aspects of greatest relevance to Rivers Trusts.  Our start up guide is designed to address this difficulty. It summarise the issues most likely to be faced in starting up a Rivers Trust. 

It should be applied to your specific circumstances and is intended to complement, not replace, the Charity Commission’s guides and the overriding laws and regulations relating to charities. 

Our guidance has been updated to take account of the changes under the Companies Act 2006, the Charities Act 2006 (England & Wales) and the Charities Act (Northern Ireland) 2008. 

However, please note that at the time of writing the Second Commencement Order is awaited to give effect to sections of the latter Act, which is expected in Spring 2010. 
The start up guide is available on our website www.associationofriverstrusts.org.uk and may be freely downloaded. 
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